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The First Quarterly Progress Report 2011 
 

 
The first three months of 2011 have been good ones here at Sovann Komar. The 
children have been busy with school and extracurricular activities. The security guard 
staff has made many improvements here in our village. We have also had significant 
contributions from our foreign volunteers. Meanwhile the parents, teachers, nannies, 
and administrative staff continue to work diligently for the betterment of our children. 
Here are a few of the highlights. 
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EDUCATION: 
 
Our Orange Elephant School is slowly expanding, taking on 7 more tuition paying 
nursery school students in the last 3 months. While our older children go to the Beltei 
International School in the morning, they have classes here for Khmer, English, art, 
and dance. 
 
Two of our volunteers, Sarah and Jim, 
have been working with all the children 
to enhance their English speaking. The 
children are enthusiastic learners 
especially when it involves singing or 
movement. 
 
Our library continues to grow. The 
children come regularly to look at and 
begin to read books, and to hear stories 
read by their librarian.  On the other 
side of the book shelves, our computer 
lab is humming with 10 monitors. Some 
of the older children now play chess on the computer, along with basic Sudoku. 
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GREENING the VILLAGE: 
 
We manage our own waste (garbage). We sell the metal cans and hope to recycle the 
glass bottles soon (currently, there is no market for the glass). Meanwhile, we 
compost all the non-animal food scraps. Recently, we harvested our first crop of 
compost and spread it around flowering plants that surround our new theatre/pavilion.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our banana farm continues to thrive. The bananas are organic, delicious, and we are 
able to generate some income by selling them. Our two cows are doing great. They 
eat a lot of grass (so we don’t have to mow or cut it) and help to fertilize the banana 
trees. In addition, we have a dozen bunny rabbits that they children enjoy taking care 
of. 
 
Community Development and Events: 
  
For International Women’s day on March 8th, we rented out our football field to a 
women’s organization. Approximately 700 people came to hear speakers, listen to 
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music, and enjoy classical Khmer dance, performed by 7 of our talented girls. The 
parents here also celebrated March 8th. The women received beautiful Khmer scarves. 
We shared delicious food while the men sang a song of tribute and appreciation to 
their wives. 
 
Children from the ICAN School came to Sovann Komar to enjoy kite flying and sport 
activities with our kids. They came one other time in early March, rented our football 
field, and had a variety of races and games for their 200 children to compete in. Two 
of our own competed and made us all proud.  
 
 

 
 
 
HEALTH and WELLNESS: 
 
Several children have gone for eye checkups. For the most part, the children remain 
very healthy. One aspect of this is being physically active. To encourage that, we 
built a 2nd volleyball court which the older children enjoy.   
 
Caitlin, an American volunteer, along with help from Dr. Chhaya, led the parents in a 
series of trainings about alcohol, tobacco, and drugs. Her presentations were very 
thorough and also fun. In addition, she worked with the mothers concerning sex 
education while Dr. Chhaya met with the fathers. Everyone felt that it made a lot of 
sense to introduce these topics now so that our parents will be better prepared to teach 
our children when they are a bit older. 
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VOLUNTEERS 
 
Sarah arrived from Great Britain around January 1st and will be here for a total of six 
months. She has been a big help in our Orange Elephant School and has also 
developed a summer school curriculum for environmental awareness. 
 
Caitlin was here for about 10 weeks. She has just completed her Masters degree in 
Public Health. Her trainings for all the parents were timely and invaluable.  
 
Jim arrived in late January for his 2nd stint at SK. In addition to teaching English, he 
has been teaching yoga, giving some bodywork treatments to both young and older, 
and helping with reports that are written in English. 
 
 
His life partner, Sue, arrived in mid-March with her computer in tow. She has been 
invaluable in formatting the 2010 annual report and has also been teaching yoga to 
many of the women here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Golden Children/ Sovann Komar Children’s Village 

 
Building a brighter Future one child at a time 

 

Donate now on www.goldenchildren.org  
 

Your gift allows us to continue to care for orphane d and abandoned children in Cambodia . 

 


